
St. Michael’s C of E Primary School  

Admissions Policy 

Vision:  

We aim to nurture the value and worth of each individual’s distinctive character, gifts and abilities as 

God given gifts in all of us by providing a high standard of education and opportunities for growth 

mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually for life in all its fullness.  

Genesis 1:26 

The Governing Body of St. Michael’s C of E Primary School is the Admissions Authority for the school. 

 

We intend to admit up to 17 pupils to the reception year group in September 2018. This arrangement follows 

consultation between the governing body, the Local Authority, all other schools in the area and all other 

Admission Authorities in the area. 

 

Applications must be made on the Local Authority Common Application Form. This form must be returned to 

the Local Authority. Applications received after the closing date will only be considered after all those 

received by the closing date. 

 

Children who have a statement of special educational need which names our school will be admitted to the 

school 

 

If the number of applications exceed the number of places available, children will be admitted in the following 

order: 

 

1. Children who are ‘looked after’ or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after 

being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order*.  A 

looked after child is a child who is, at the time of making an application to a school, (a) in the care of a 

local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their 

social services functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).  

 

* An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.  A ‘residence 

order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live 

under section 8 of the Children Act 1989.  Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special 

guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or 

special guardians). 

 

2. Children who reside within Bishop Middleham or Mainsforth. 

 

3. Children who have an older sibling attending the school. Sibling refers to brother or sister, half 

brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the children of the parent / 

carer’s partner where the children for whom the school place is sought is living in the same family unit 

at the same address as that sibling. 

 

4. Faith criteria. Children and / or one or more parents who are members of a faith community and 

worship regularly, usually twice a month and / or are regularly involved in a weekday activity including 

an element of worship or instruction in the faith, and who live within the Parish of the Upper Skerne. 

The parish includes the villages of Bishop Middleham (including Mainsforth), Fishburn, Sedgefield, 

Trimdon Village, Trimdon Colliery and Trimdon Grange and a map showing the boundaries is available 

from the school office. Applications for admission under this criterion must be accompanied by a 

letter confirming membership of a faith community and signed by a minister or two office holders in 

the community.  

 

5. Other children 



 

Tie breaker 

 

In assessing home to school/academy distance the measure will be by the shortest walking route.  Routes are 

measured from the centre point of the pupil’s house, or in the case of a flat from the centre point of the 

building, to the nearest school/academy entrance.  A Geographic Information System (GIS) is used to identify 

and measure the shortest walking route.  The GIS identifies routes on the Ordnance Survey Integrated 

Transport Network and Urban Paths Network, which are national recognised datasets.  The routes include all 

man-made paths, i.e. those that are metalled or surfaced. 

 

Other information 

 

The child’s home address is the address of the parent / carer receiving the child benefit. The addresses of 

childminders or family members sharing in the care of children must not be used. 

 

A waiting list will be maintained by the school throughout the school year and will be ranked in the same order 

as the over-subscription criteria. 

 

If you wish your child to attend St. Michael’s C of E Primary School, you must fill in an application form, even 

if you live in the admission zone for the school.  

 

Right of Appeal: If you are not successful in obtaining a place for your child at our school, you have statutory 

right of appeal. Further details are available from the school office. 

 

Admission of children below compulsory school age and deferred entry to school  

The School Admissions Code requires school admission authorities to provide for the admission of all children 

in the September following their fourth birthday. However, a child is not required to start school until they 

have reached compulsory school age following their fifth birthday. For summer born children (those born 

after 1 April) this can sometimes be almost a full school year after the point at which they could first be 

admitted.  

  

Some parents may feel that their child is not ready to start school in the September following their fourth 

birthday. Parents are entitled to request in writing that:- 

 their child attends part-time until they reach compulsory school age, or 

 that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until later in the same academic year or 

until the term in which the child reaches compulsory school age.  

 that the date their child is admitted to school is deferred until the term after the child reaches 

compulsory school age. 

  

The child must, however, start school full-time in the term after their fifth birthday. 

 

Further information and advice on the admission of summer born children is available from Durham Local 

Authority.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


