
Year 3 Big question of the year:  Why are some stories more important than others? 
Creation/Fall   What do Christians learn from the Creation Story?   Unit 2A.1 

 

Term: Autumn  Term year  3 
Religions:   Christianity  

British Values: Individual liberty (taking responsibility for our actions) The rule of law   
Christian Values:  reverence, forgiveness, trust, truth, creation 

Devon Agreed Syllabus: What do people believe about life? Theme: Beliefs and Questions/The Journey of Life and Death 
What feelings do people experience in relation to birth, change, death and the natural world?  
What answers might be given by ourselves and by religions and beliefs to questions about:  

 The origin and meaning of life?    Our place in society and the natural world?   The existence of God? 

Core Learning 

Knowledge building blocks       Pupils will know that Christians believe: 

 God the creator cares for Creation, including human beings. 

 As human beings are part of God’s creation, they do best when they listen to 
God. 

 The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to Him- He keeps 
His relationship with them, gives them guidelines on good ways to live. 

 Christians believe God made out wonderful world, so we should look after it. 

 

Outcomes       By the end of the unit, pupils are expected to be able to: 
 Place to concepts of God and Creation on a timeline of the Bible’s Big story. 

 Make clear links between Genesis 1 and what Christians believe about God 
and Creation. 

 Describe what Christians do because they believe God is creator (eg follow 
God, wonder at how amazing God’s creation is, care for the earth in specific 
ways. 

 Ask questions about what might be important in the creation story for 
Christians living today, and for people who are not Christians. 

Digging deeper 
Knowledge building blocks       Pupils will know that: 

 The Bible tells a story (in Genesis 3) about how humans spoilt their 
friendship with God (Sometimes called “The Fall”) 

 This means that humans cannot get close to God without God’s help 

 The Bible shows that God wants to help his people be close to him- he 
keeps his relationship with them, gives them guidelines on good ways to 
live (such as the Ten Commandments), and offers forgiveness even when 
they keep on falling short. 

 Christians show that they want to be close to God too, through obedience 
and worship, which includes saying sorry for falling short. 

 Outcomes    By the end of the unit, pupils are expected to be able to: 
 Place the concepts of God, Creation and the Fall on a timeline of the Bible’s 

“Big story”. 

 offer suggestions about what the story of Adam and Eve might show about 
human nature and how to act. 

 Describe how and why Christians might pray to God, say sorry and ask for 
forgiveness. 

 Make links between what stories in the Bible say about human beings and 
pupils’ own ideas about how people should behave. 

Lesson Planning 

Key question Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment 
intellectual progression 

Notes (eg book 
or recorded 

work ) 
 

 What do 
Christians believe 
about the creation 
of the world? 

 
 
 
 
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT 
 
Go outside- school playground or further afield- children to identify “wow factor” in nature.  Give each child a piece of card shaped like a 
paint pallet and covered in sticky back plastic or laminated..  Ask them to find examples of nature to stick on it.  Can they find all the 
colours of the rainbow, without destroying any living plant. 
In small groups, get them to take photos of something from nature that has the “wow factor” (link to Forest Schools?) 
 
Back in class,  close eyes and listen to Louis Armstrong’s “What a wonderful world”, Then tell the Jewish and Christian creation story from 
Genesis 1: 25 (explain that some Christians believe that it means 6 days literally, others believe it represents 6 periods of (very long) 
time .) 
 
Get the children to listen and put their hands up/ do an action every time they hear “good” (eg thumbs up) or “very good” (eg a star 
jump)- which bits were ”good”, which were “very good”? 
 
 
Give time for pupils to write or draw what they think is wonderful about the world. 
(Ideas can be added to a display of the photos for display.) 
 
Take a look at the frieze in groups.  Can they identify how the artist has depicted Creation? 

picture and photo 
for display- 
photocopied and 
stuck in book 

 What do 
Christians believe 
about God? 

 What does 
Genesis 1 teach 
Christians about 
God and the 
importance of the 
world? 

 
 
 
 
 

  MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT 
Recap story of Creation using some picture prompts. 
Talk about what this God must be like- If God is a creator what kind of God must he be?  List some 
ideas-  could use the poem by James Weldon Johnson on www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-
creation to get some inspiration. 
 
Get children to bring in something they have made- either at school or home that they are really 
proud of.  Get them into small groups so they all get a chance to share. (Can be a story, design, 
picture, model, poem etc)  Spend a few minutes thinking up three rules for how others should 
treat it. (on whiteboards) (LA work with teacher who scribes) 
 
Look together at a translation of Genesis 1: 26-31. , focusing on what it says about humans being 
made in God’s image and being given control over the earth.  How might humans treat the earth 
and each other (how does this link to what we did at the end of last term?) 

 develop a list of “instructions” that God might give humans for looking after the planet 
and each other, 

REMEMBER 
recall, recognise, repeat 
retell story of creation from Genesis 
 
UNDERSTAND 
explain, illustrate, 
Draw out what it might say to 
Christians about what God is like.  
APPLYING 
apply, illustrate, interpret 
develop a list of “instructions” that 
God might hive humans for looking 
after the planet and each other, that 
indicate children have understood 
the Creation narrative and its 
importance in the Christian faith. 

“God’s 
instructions for 
Creation” 
 

 
 
 

 What do 
Christians 
believe about 
the Bible? 

 
 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT 
Set up a maze in the classroom.  Blindfold a pupil- ask him/her to make their way through the 
maze. How does he/she feel?   The give them a pupil to guide them. How do they feel now?  Can 
anyone say how this might be like How Christians believe in God? (could do this in pairs) 
 
Draw the comparison between this and how Christians let their Creator be their guide through 
life; they believe they do best when they listen to God.   Show a copy of the Bible. What is it? Have 
they seen one before? Explain that it a special book and it helps Christians as guides them through 
life, helps them to understand life and how to live it.  
 
Look at Genesis 1: 28-30. What do children think it means?  Give cards with statements on (from 
resource sheet 2). Work together to put on a continuum (ie Most Likely and Least likely-  explain 
meanings) 
Share together and explain why they put them where they did. 

APPLYING 
demonstrate, dramatise, illustrate 
Apply ideas about God and the Bible 
guiding a Christian through life 
through drama  
 
ANALYSING 
differentiate, classify, examine, 
contrast 
Sort possible interpretations of 
Genesis 1: 28-30 into least/most 
likely 

Take photos of 
their continuums 
get a quote from 
each group to 
annotate photo 
with and stick in 
books.  
 

 Why should 
we look after 
the world? 

 MAKING CONNECTIONS 
Give children a selection of 3, 6 or 9 (depending on ability) areas that someone might learn from 
the Christian creation story or laminated cards. E.g.: 
humans,  God,   Animals,  Nature,   God designed the world,   The world is “very good”,   God 

EVALUATE 
Judge, conclude,argue 
Children can give reasons for their 
choices. 

Fill a thought 
bubble in “What 
do Christians 

http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-creation
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-creation


created the world from nothing,   Humans are responsible for the earth,   the world is amazing. 
 
In groups, discuss what pupils thinks can be learned about each area from the creation story.  Ask 
them to decide which are the most important two for Christians and why- allow for a range of 
views. 
 
Remind pupils that not everyone is a Christian or believes that the world was created by God.  Ask 
pupils to think of other reasons why nature and humans are important and why we should look 
after the world and each other. 
 
Fill a thought bubble in “What do Christians learn from the Creation Story?” 
I think……. 
 
Pupils decide on one thing the class can do over the next week to make the world “very good” 
(whether or not they believe in God) 

Children can identify and explain, 
picking out the strongest reason/s 
based on their learning and 
understanding. 

learn from the 
Creation Story?” 
I think……. 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
 
What do Christians 
believe about 
humans? 

 MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT 
 
Leave a covered bowl in the class room (maybe filled with feathers or something else that might 
come out when the lid is lifted), with a sign saying “Do not touch”.  Discuss who might have left it, 
who is tempted to lift the lid, will it matter if we do? Egg them on to open it, then overreact when 
they make a mess worried about what will happen when the owner of the bowl comes back! 
Discuss what temptation is. Look together at images where people might be tempted to do 
something eg, steal sweets from a shop, or drop litter. 
Ask pupils who is being tempted and by what. 
 Share the story of Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:15-17 and Genesis 3) with pupils in a dramatic and 
engaging way (could act it out, find video, or use “Godly Play”).  Ensure that the tree, God’s 
command, Adam, Eve, the serpent, eating of the fruit, hiding from God and the punishment are all 
included. 
Talk about the pupils’ ideas and responses to the story.  If there is a “hidden meaning” or a 
message, what might it be? 
 
Ask pupils to work out where in the story A and E are tempted, are disobedient, pass the blame 
and even try to hide from God. Can they think of a time they have been disobedient or tried to 
pretend they had not done something?   
 
Children write a letter of advice to Adam and Eve suggesting what they should have done 
differently. 

REMEMBER 
recall/ retell a religious story 
 
UNDERSTAND 
explain why it is important place it in 
context (ie where in the Bible) 
 
ANALYSE 
what messages the Fall narrative 
might have (literal or metaphorical) 
 
EVALUATE 
argue, consider, criticize, conclude 
Give reasons and examples of A and 
E’s mistake and argue  
 
 

Children write a 
letter of advice to 
Adam and Eve 
suggesting what 
they should have 
done differently  
 
HA 
guided discussion 
and write up: 
A and E’s 
situation could 
have been 
avoided if… 
It was going to 
happen no matter 
what because…. 

 What are 
the ten 
commandm
ents? 

 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT 
Recap on the story using picture prompts. 
Explain that the part of story where A and E eat the fruit is known as “The fall” and is important 
for much of Christian belief.  By being  disobedient, Adam and Eve “fell” from being close to God. 
This also damaged the relationship between people and God, people and each other, and people 
and the natural world. 
Take a look at the frieze in groups.  Can they identify how the artist has depicted the Fall? 
 
Explain that A and E did not say sorry and were also punished.  However, God gave them what 
they needed, and Christians believe that God still wants to be close to His people and gives 
guidelines to help this. (For example the Ten Commandments) 
 
Show list of ten commandments (explain context) What must have people been doing  if God 
needed to give these rules? (Make links to rules in our own country) 
Place each commandment around the room, along with an 11th (My own commandment).  
Children to stand at the one they think  

a. The people of God would have thought most important; 
b. Christians today think most important; 
c. They themselves.  

How are they different?  Can they justify? 
In pairs, give the four cards with different responses to being caught out. Discuss- which ones 
have they said? Pick out the best one? Why? 
 
Explain that Christians believe it is important to sorry to God for the times they do bad things, and 
that they should accept responsibility. Make specific reference to individual liberty- ie we are 
free to make choices, but should accept responsibility and make wise choices) 
Children write Adam and Eve’s prayer (ie the apology they should have said) 

ANALYSE 
what messages the Fall narrative 
might have (literal or metaphorical) 
 
EVALUATE 
argue, consider, criticize, conclude 
consider how human nature mirrors 
that of Adam and Eve and the 
prodigal son, and what the Bible was 
trying to explain. 
Consider how difficult it can be to 
resist temptation. 
 

Children write 
Adam and Eve’s 
prayer (ie the 
apology they 
should have said) 

 
 What does the story 
teach about human 
nature? 

 
 

MAKING LINKS 
Show the cartoon parable of the prodigal son- explain that it is a made up story, that Jesus told to 
teach people about God’s love.  Who does the son represent? Who does the father represent?      
How is the son a bit like Adam and Eve? 
In small groups list all the things they do that are wrong. Do people today do any of these thing. 
Do agree/disagree corners using these statements: 

 The world is good 

 It is easier to be bad than good 

 Humans are good 

 It is easy to resist temptation 
Discuss what Christians might learn from this story.   
In small groups discuss 

 People today are like the son, Adam and Eve because…. 

 Here are some ways Christians might say sorry to God. 

 They might say sorry to God because…. 

 This might make a difference because… 
 
LA might do guided discussion with the teacher and concentrate on the first two points above. 
Create soap opera scene that depicts the issues from Genesis 2 and the parable of the prodigal 
son. It must include what effect the action has on others and how the relationship is restored. 

CREATE,  
compose, produce, create 
 
Children can create their own Soap 
Opera scene that depicts the issues 
from Genesis 2 and the parable of 
the prodigal son. It must include 
what effect the action has on others 
and how the relationship is restored. 

 children could 
film their mini 
soaps! 

  
 


