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 ‘BEYOND LEVELS’: ASSESSING PUPILS' ATTAINMENT AND PROGRESS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT PAPER W1.12: CURRICULUM PLANNING BY KEY STAGE/YEAR 
KEY STAGE 1 
 
 

Half 
terms 

YEAR 1 COMMENTARY/RATIONALE 
 

1 What is a Christian? (i) A follower of Jesus. 
How did Jesus teach his followers to behave? 
Examples of Jesus' teaching that Christians try to copy e.g. 

 The foundations of Christian morality -The two greatest 
commandments 

 The parable of the Good Samaritan (children's version) 'Love your 
neighbour' 

 The parable of the two sons (children's version) 'Carry out your 
promise' 

 The story of Martha and Mary. 'Get your priorities straight' 

 The parable of the prodigal son. 'Forgive; however much someone 
has hurt you'.  

 

By the end of this unit pupils will have leant what the words Christianity and Christian 
mean. They will know that Christians try to follow the teaching of Jesus. 
This unit gives pupils an overview of that teaching. 
Any parables could be used here, so long as they contain a clear message.  
The parables can be learnt a number of ways - reading; film; animation. 
All pupils should learn the 'two great commandments' (love God and love your 

neighbour/other people as yourself). They explain what love means in this context.  
Assessment 1. Provide a few scenarios (again using any medium) from which they 

select exemplars of 'loving God' and 'loving other people'. (e.g. 'Jake says his prayers 
every night'; 'Sarah and her mum visit her grandma in a nursing home every week'.) 
Assessment 2: (n.b. this illustrates how any task is also an assessment). Pupils tell the 
story of the parables in their own words. (There are several alternatives here e.g. groups 
of pupils could take a parable each; every pupil summarises every parable. pupils 
communicate their summaries through a variety of means e.g. orally, in writing, story 
board, acting). 
Assessment 3: Pupils explain what the parables mean. (e.g. they match parables with 

explanations; they give explanations in their own words) 
Pupils who have reached the expected standards in greater depth will have 

explained how Christians might try to apply the message of each parable to their own 
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lives and/or will have decided how difficult it would be to live by these principles.  
 
 

2 What is a Christian? (ii) Someone who believes in Jesus 
Christmas- what's it all about? 
Pupils are taught the story of the birth of Jesus from a simplified version of 
Luke 2, 1-21.  
Pupils find out about common Christmas traditions - crib, nativity play, cards, 
presents, tree, cake, pudding, turkey, lights, decorations etc. 

Building on the first unit about Christians following the teaching of Jesus, pupils move on 
to understanding that Christians believe IN Jesus. This is explained through the 
Christmas story.  
There are two key objectives for this unit 
(i)  pupils learn from Luke's Gospel what Christmas is about for Christians.  
(ii) pupils learn to distinguish between the Christian and secular aspects of Christmas. 
 

3 What is a Christian? (ii) A member of the Church 
How do children join the Christian family? 
Meaning of 'Church' as a building, or a group of Christians or all Christian 
people over the world. 
Infant baptism 
Main elements of infant baptism: 
Church/priest/minister/baby/godparents/font/water/sign of the 
cross/promises/candle 

I have begun Y1 with four units on Christianity to enable pupils to start building up 
concepts in relation to the religion with which they are most likely to have encountered. 
From these units they will have also begun to grasp some general terminology relating to 
religion, which will be helpful when they begin to learn about Judaism in term 3. 
This unit extends pupils understanding of Christians from followers of Jesus to members 
of the Church, looking specifically at how children are baptised.  
 
e.g. of AT 2 element - pupils could find out whether they were baptised - they can find out 
from people who were there what happened; they might still have some items e.g. 
certificate; candle. 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter - Holy Week 
The days of Holy Week in the Christian calendar: the stories and traditions 
associated with them 
Palm Sunday - Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey - palm Sunday 
processions 
Maundy Thursday - the last supper and foot washing - Maundy money 
Good Friday - Jesus dies on the cross - processions/Easter garden 
Easter Day - Jesus' resurrection - Easter garden - symbols of new life e.g. 
eggs. 
 

The fourth unit on Christianity is taught in the period coming up to Easter. Rather than 
dwell on the details of the Easter story in depth, this unit introduces children to the 
important days in 'Holy Week'. They learn the stories and traditions associated with Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day. 

4S Synoptic unit 1  What is a Christian? What have we learnt so far? These synoptic units are crucial for building concepts and reinforcing deep learning.  
They will increasingly provide opportunities for pupils to look across religions in order to 
deepen their understanding of religious phenomena.  
This unit is an opportunity for pupils to consolidate their learning about Christianity 
before discovering Judaism.  
Crucially, teachers should introduce pupils to techniques for showing the connections 
between aspects of Christianity and for displaying their increasing concept of 
Christianity.  A 'mind-map' /'idea tree' is probably the easiest way of doing this. At this 
stage pupils could all contribute to a class map of Christianity. This could be created and 
stored digitally but it would help pupils if a large version, including pictures, were 
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displayed in the classroom. Creating the 'map' with the class is good learning 
reinforcement. 
The map of Christianity should be passed on to their Y2 teacher so that pupils can add 
new material to it. 
(See below for suggested map of Christianity) 

5 The Jews 
Who are the Jews?  

 A Jew is someone born into Judaism  - inherited from mother 

 Originally from Israel - Jerusalem is important to them 

 The people of the book: Someone who tries to live by the Torah: tzitzit; 
Sefer Torah; yad;  
- first five books of the Tenach 
- the Ten commandments  
- the Shema (Deuteronomy 6: 4 – 9): the mezuzah and tefilin 

Introduction to Judaism 
The importance of the Tenach/Torah leads them to be called the 'people of the book' 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6S 

Moses 
Why is Moses important to the Jews? 
The story of Moses is one of the most important from the Tenach for Jewish 
people.  

 The story of Moses in a children's version.  
- the Jews as slaves in Egypt 
- Moses brought up in the Egyptian court 
-  killing the Egyptian 
- burning bush 
- plagues 
- Exodus 
- Red Sea 
- 10 Cs 
- food and drink in the desert 
- brink of 'promised land'. 

 
…………………………………………… 
Synoptic unit 2  Who are the Jews? What have we learnt so far? 

The story of Moses is introduced at this point because so many festivals celebrate 
events in his life 
Pupils should understand that he is important to the Jews because he gave them two of 
their most precious things: the Torah and the 'promised land'.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils' developing concept of Judaism. 

YEAR 
2 

  

1 Sukkot 
How do the Jews celebrate Sukkot? 
Pupils revisit the story of Moses from KS 1, expanding on the time when the 
Israelites lived in the desert. 
Building a sukkah  
Eating meals in the sukkah 

I have selected Sukkot because  
(i)  this is harvest half term 
(ii)  it's an interesting way of introducing other important patriarchs in the Tenach 
(iii)  it's fun! 
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Inviting guests to the sukkah 
Inviting unseen guests (the Ushpizin) to the sukkah (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, Moses, Aaron and David) and learning their stories. 
The four spices (myrtle, citrus, willow, palm) 
Celebrating harvest in the sukkah. 

2 Hanukkah 
 

DIY 

3 Epiphany 
What is Epiphany? 
Matthew's nativity story (Matthew1:18-2:12) 
12th night 
Epiphany traditions from around the world (There are many examples on the 
Internet e.g. 'The festival of the three magic kings' in Spain; the 'Galette des 
Rois' (toy stuffed cake) in France; La Bafana in Italy; Diving for the cross 
(several countries):Three Kings Day Parade (New York) etc. 
 

A Focus on Epiphany rather than Christmas provides opportunities to: 
(i)  look at Matthew's account of the nativity c.f. Luke in Y1 
(ii) encounter Christianity outside the UK 
 
This is a relatively short unit allowing time for another synoptic unit. 

3A Synoptic unit 3 Festivals 
 

This is the first opportunity to analyse a feature of religions that cuts across religions- in 
this case, festivals.  

4 Discipleship  
What does the story of Jesus say about discipleship and friendship? 
The call of the fishermen (Mark 1,16-20) 
The call of Levi (Mark 2,14) 
Bartimeus (Mark 10,46-52) 
Feeding a crowd (Mark 8, 1-2) 
Fetching the colt (Mark 11,1-2) 
Gethsemane (Mark 14, 32-41) 
Betrayal (Mark 14, 43-46) 
Denial (Mark 14, 66-72) 
 

An approach to Easter without getting into complex theology or gory stuff. The focus is 
on relationships; specifically Jesus' relationship with his disciples; what he expected of 
them and what he actually got. Plenty of AT2 opportunities here. 

5 Local Church study 
What is a Church? 
Focus of visit: 

 What is the church called? 

 What is it used for?  

 What does it look like? 

 What is inside it and why? 
Who is in charge? 

A field trip to a local church offers a good opportunity to re-visit the Y1 map of 
Christianity; notably the baptism unit. 
 

6 Synoptic unit 4 
Christianity and Judaism 
What have we learnt about Christianity and Judaism? 

Rather than introduce new knowledge, this is a good time to review learning in KS1.  A 
comparison between Christianity and Judaism should reinforce: 
(i)  Pupils' concept of Christianity 
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How are Christianity and Judaism similar and different? 
Similar - important people: Moses important to both 
Rules - 10Cs important in both 
Festivals 
Important books: OT/Tenach important in both.  
 
Different: Jesus - Son of God/Moses = prophet 
Church 
Belonging/birth/baptism 
OT/NT 

(ii) Pupils' concept of Judaism 
(iii) Pupils' concept of religion (on limited evidence but they should spot that both religions 
have a precious book; festivals; ceremonies for children; an important person in the past; 
rules for conduct; etc.  BUT they should also be aware that there are important 
differences in the way in which these concepts are interpreted in the two religions e.g. no 
sacraments in Judaism; Moses seen as a prophet not the Son of God. 
(iv) Pupils' awareness of Christianity's Jewish origins 
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YEAR 1 LEARNING MAP OF CHRISTIANITY 
 

 


