
            

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

Dear Parents/carers, 

We hope you are all keeping well, are staying safe and making the best of the current situation. We apologise for 

writing to you at length but we have been busily working in school to get a sense of what the new normal will look 

like for our pupils when they start back. It is important that you understand what we have been asked to do and 

what a school day will look like for your child. 

You will have heard the government has asked schools to phase a reopening of primary schools from 1st June. This 

reopening initially is for the phased return of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. The priority remains childcare for key 

workers. 

Many schools have opted for children returning to school to socially distanced classrooms. The government prefers 

‘bubbles’ where up to 15 children do not socially distance but do not mix AT ALL with other ‘bubbles’. Indeed, we 

believe socially distanced schooling to be impossible and have deep concerns about the psychological impact and 

emotional wellbeing of asking children to do this. You will know that we have asked for your views on what you would 

prefer. Your views show that the vast majority of parents are not confident in the decision to reopen schools. 

Those of you who are happy for your children to return are totally split in your views on social distancing and 

‘bubbles’. 

In order for us to ensure success we will be opening only for Reception children for the first two weeks of the 

reopening. This year group is the governments next priority after key worker children. This will be reviewed over 

the two weeks and we will be no doubt tweaking procedures so that we are confident to then admit another year 

group. 

Until the summer holidays, we intend to continue our home learning exactly as it has been. We will be replicating 

this work in school and unless we get a full complement, or very close to, of children per year group we will not be 

teaching anything ‘new’. We will continue mastering learning already covered. Other than mixing with the peers in 

their bubble, children will not be advantaged by being in school. As it appears most parents will not be sending 

their children back we do not want to create a ‘gap’ between learners in each year group. 

Although initially, we are planning for these year groups, we have also been told to prepare for the full return of 

primary children before the summer holidays. Consequently, we have 14 children in Reception and that will be the 

size of their bubble plus adults. 

School beginning and end times will be staggered to avoid congestion at the school gates and one adult only is 

allowed to drop off and collect i.e. both parents cannot come to collect at the same time. There will be a one way 

system in operation to co-ordinate this and parents will be asked to take note of the 2 metre distancing markers 

we are going to install on this one way system. There will be a tape barrier part way down the drive and parents are 

NOT allowed to come further down the drive or to enter the school building or have the usual daily contact or 

conversation they might be used to having with staff. Of course, contact will continue to be electronic via 

email/telephone. 

Initially, Reception are asked to be brought to school between 9am and 9.10am. We ask for them to be picked up 

from the drive way, between the gate and the tape. We will have social distancing markers in place for you to wait. 

Please adhere to these times. Do not arrive early or late. 
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We have tried to maximise on space so unneeded furniture has been removed as have any soft furnishings and 

other toys which cannot be easily cleaned. The class teacher can only be in one ‘bubble’ and the ‘bubbles’ cannot mix 

at all. They will eat lunch here too. 

We have been told to avoid cross contamination, therefore, we must insist that children do not bring a school bag. 

Items transferred between home and school must be kept to a minimum and nothing other than a packed lunch is 

allowed. We would request that children bring their packed lunch in a throw away bag so that items can be placed 

in a bin liner and discarded immediately. Children should bring things that they can open themselves i.e. use tin foil 

rather than cling film. Cutlery if needed will be provided. Nothing will be returned home. From 1st June, children 

will not be allowed to bring in water bottles or drinks and we will use their school water bottle. These of course will 

be washed daily. 

For the same reason, children must wear clean clothes every day and until the summer holidays we would ask that 

they wear sports clothing i.e. shorts / tracksuit bottoms / t-shirt / trainers. For this period only, school uniform 

will not be insisted upon. It will be hot in school, we have been advised by the government to have ventilation in 

classrooms and have children outside as much as possible. Sportswear seems more sensible and we do not want you 

to buy new school clothes before the summer holidays. We are guessing the children have had a growth spurt! 

However, cropped tops etc would continue to be inappropriate. 

In Reception, the toilets are within the classroom but moving forward children will operate a one way system within 

the school building. On arrival, each child will be asked to wash their hands with soap and water at an individual 

sink. Children will be taken to wash their hands frequently throughout the day as this is deemed the most secure 

way of deterring infection. We are being asked to clean surfaces continuously throughout the day, so when the 

children are on an outside break the classrooms will be cleaned quickly. 

Obviously, cleaning is really important especially as we bring in further groups. We will be closing school on Fridays 

to deep clean the environment, have virtual meetings and provide statutory planning time for our teachers who 

continue to provide work for children not in school. This is clearly more pertinent as more year groups return. 

We need PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) for First Aid or in the case of anyone exhibiting symptoms and for 

cleaning – more of which we have sourced. 

When more year groups return to school, we are told to rota playtimes and lunchtimes to avoid the bubbles mixing. 

Outside playing equipment like the climbing frame and outdoor gym will not be able to be used as it is recommended 

these are cleaned afterwards but we would not have that facility or staff to do that at this stage. Children will 

have an allocated play space for their bubble - they must remain within this space during outdoor playtimes. 

Importantly, if any child or adult displays symptoms of coronavirus, that bubble will be sent home and that child 

and their family will have to self-isolate for 14 days. The individual will require a test and families will be informed 

of the outcome and when they can return i.e. before if the result is negative. 

For parents of Year 6 children, with only 7 weeks to go until the end of term we need to make you aware that 

there will not be an end of school performance as usual. It is unlikely at this stage that there will be a leavers 

service etc. Although we do not know what the next 7 weeks holds for us, preparations would have been underway 

by now. We know that the Year 6 children look forward to this stress free time after SAT’s and we are just as 

disappointed. 

Having been contacted by some secondary schools, it is becoming clear that most do not intend any ‘normal’ kind of 

transition. Children will certainly not be visiting their school and unless things change we have not been informed of 

a transition visitor to meet them. It could be that some schools try a ‘virtual transition’ online but this is something 

that would be shared with parents rather than the feeder school. 

 

 

 



            

Summary 

 Only Reception year group will be able to attend school from June 1st for two weeks (as well as usual key 

workers). 

 If you wish your Reception child to return on June 1st please let us know by email or phone call confirming 

the place by 12 noon Friday 22nd May (this Friday). 

 As we need to inform the caterers we need to confirm who will need a school lunch (only packed lunch 

available). Please also confirm by above time. 

 Children will be in a ‘bubble’ of up to 15 children. 

 Children within the ‘bubble’ will not be social distancing. 

 Children will not be allowed to mix with children or adults from other ‘bubbles’. 

 Children must wear CLEAN clothes every day (sports clothes). 

 If any adult or child presents unwell with possible symptoms, that ‘bubble’ will be sent home and them and 

their families will have to self-isolate for 14 days. 

Although we cannot guarantee to keep anyone virus free, we will attempt to keep your children as safe and as 

happy as we can. 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Mrs L Vollans   Mrs Beth Dawson Mr D Bowes 

Executive Headteacher Head of School  Chair of Governors 

 


