
 

     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Times 

  

Communication, Language and Literacy 

 

Reading: Children will enjoy a range of listening games to help build 

their awareness of sounds. Children will continue with daily phonics 

sessions and build upon their experiences to alliterate, link sounds to 

symbols, blend and segment sounds. Children will listen to a range of 

traditional stories and will have many opportunities to retell and 

create stories of their own.  

 

Writing: Children will continue to participate in a range of activities 

to develop arm and hand strength as a precursor to writing, e.g. dough 

disco, threading, cutting with scissors, large/small scale art and 

gross physical development activities. Some children will begin to 

form their names and to write initial sounds in words, forming some 

recognisable letters. As writing and reading skills develop, children 

will be encouraged to write small words and phrases. They will have 

the opportunity to write for a range of purposes such as: letters to 

Santa, thank you letters, safety posters and lists.  

 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

Number: Children will continue to look at numbers 1-6 this term 

and become secure in this area. They will focus on representing 

numbers in different ways and compare groups of objects and 

numbers using mathematical vocabulary. Some children will begin 

to add and subtract within 5, counting on or back to find the 

answer.  Children will look at and compare sets of objects using 

language to describe them. Some children will begin to identify 

the number that is one more than a given number.  

 

Shape, Space and Measure: Later in this half term, children will 

explore different patterns. They will use familiar objects and 

common shapes to create and recreate patterns and build models. 

For example, churches, stables and nativity scenes. Children will 

also begin to use everyday language relating to money through a 

variety of different role-plays e.g. shops.  

 

 

Understanding the World 

 

• Technology: Children will use a range of computer programs and 

programmable toys. They will listen to Smartie the Penguin as part of 

internet safety.  

 

The World: Looking at seasonable changes e.g. ice melting to water 

and the leaves changing colours.  

 

People and communities: Discussing why we celebrate bonfire night 

– Guy Fawkes and discussing the importance of poppies and why we 

remember. We will be talking about celebrations that the children 

are familiar with and celebrate with their families. Make a simple 

family tree and begin to develop an understanding of then and now.   

 

RE: Children will listen to a number of stories from the Bible that 

are linked to our topics, Special People and Christmas. The children 

will hear the Nativity story and learn how another religion celebrate.   

 

Personal, social and emotional 

 

Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness: This term, children will 

begin to select and use resources independently from around the 

setting. Children will be encouraged to try a range of activities from 

around the setting and with support engage in activities that are 

unfamiliar to them. 

 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour: Children will focus on following 

routines set and looking after their friends. Another focus area will 

be tidying up and looking after resources from around the classroom. 

Also, we will pay attention to taking turns and sharing with others.  

 

Making Relationships: We will continue to develop relationships with 

other children in the class. Children may also begin to negotiate their 

own problems and find solutions and compromise independently.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Exploring materials: Children will have the opportunity to create 

pictures through printing, painting and drawing. These pictures will 

be based around the following themes: Bonfire Night, Remembrance 

Day and Christmas. Children will explore new songs and music with a 

steady beat and rhythm. All expressive arts and design will be based 

around the children’s interests.  

 

Being imaginative: Children will have access to a range of different 

role play areas to act out their favourite stories, with access to 

costumes, masks and props. Role play areas will support development 

of story lines such as: Santa’s workshop, a post office and a fire 

station.  

 

Physical Development 

 

Moving and Handling: Children will participate in a Motor skills 

program twice a week and a PE lesson once a week, in addition to 

dough disco and ‘Sticky Kids’ movement activities. They will use 

outdoor equipment, ride bikes and scooters, climbing, throwing 

and catching, developing spatial awareness and coordination.  

 

Health and Self-care: Children will be supported in toileting and 

independent dressing skills e.g. putting on and taking off coat. We 

will continue to encourage children to change independently into 

overalls and wellies for when we are playing outside in wet 

conditions. Additionally, children will begin to observe the effects 

of activities on their bodies.  

 

 

Memorable Moments 

Bonfire Night – A visit from a fire engine  

Remembrance Day – Workshop activities  

Christmas – Party 

 

Websites 

 

https://www.udemy.com/help-your-child-to-read-and-write/ 

       

 

 

 

Other themes will be developed as we follow the children’s interests 

Rights Respecting 

This half term our curriculum coverage will support the following articles from the Convention of the Rights of the child:  

Article 28 – The right to education 

Article 31 – The right to play, leisure and culture.  
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