
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
After tonight's announcement, we can now confirm that we have now been instructed to close the school to almost all children 
from Tuesday 5th January until further notice. The advice from Government is that students should not be in school, unless 
they are children of key workers or classed as vulnerable children, and there is no alternative for supervision.  
 
The current list for Key Workers published by the Dfe, is below which gives a list of all people in these categories - 
Critical workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  
 
If you would like a place, and fall into any of the above categories, please complete the form below by 10am on Tuesday 5th 
January. The children do not need to be in school full time. When completing the form, there is an option to show what days 
you would like your child to attend.   
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Uv_fRWSDc02_Oo-
YvfENh0tfzn_yB_VHiIUoRsVpGwBUNE9VOUlNTVdOWFlUVjUzWkY4TzJNVjlaSi4u  
 
If you have multiple children in school please complete one form per child. 
 
We anticipate, that there will be a limited number of places in the school and we will inform parents on Tuesday 5th January by 
12 noon, if their child has a place.  This will be via e-mail. We are currently awaiting further guidance on what this will look like 
in school. However, the children who attend will remain in their current class bubbles. Therefore, we have limited number of 
staff as teachers will be teaching remotely.  
 
The school will remain closed for all pupils on Tuesday 5th January to allow the school to put the necessary safety measures in 
place.  
 
All learning will move to online from Wednesday 6th January. The morning lessons will be live lessons with the teachers 
teaching a 10—15 minute input with work they will complete and submit. This teaching will be staggered, at set times, allowing 
different year groups to be taught at different times. The afternoon lessons will have the Flipchart and worksheets for the 
children to complete in the afternoon. We will send more information on this tomorrow.  
 
All teaching will take place on Teams. We have sent all usernames and passwords to parents at the beginning of term. If you 
have not checked your Teams username and password please ensure you do this so your child can access the online learning. If 
you have any problems, please e-mail the school on bishiopmiddleham@durhamlearning.net. Please don’t message on Class 
Dojo or Facebook as these messages can be easily missed. 
 
This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-changing situation. 
We understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family and it is far from ideal, but we’ll continue to 
keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. 
 
We thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Mrs Vollans    Mrs Dawson 
Executive Headteacher  Head of School 
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Executive Headteacher: Mrs L. Vollans 

Head of School: Mrs B. Dawson 
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